
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
 

CITY OF PORT NECHES 
 

4:00 P.M.                                                                                         July 20, 2017 
 
MEETING 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson at Port Neches City Hall, 
1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance to wit: 
 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor 
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem 
Chris McMahon, Councilmember 
Julie Gauthier, Councilmember 
 
Also present: 
Andre’ Wimer, City Manager 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary 
Pete Steele, City Attorney 
 
Absent: 
Adam Anders, Councilmember 
John Davenport, Councilmember 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 
June 22, 2017, seconded by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE.   

 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 

There were no proclamations presented. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 7 - APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2017-07, RESCINDING A DEMOLITION ORDER FOR 
1002 BLOCK STREET 
 

The City Council was provided with a copy of Resolution No. 2017-07, rescinding a demolition 
order for 1002 Block Street.  The City Manager informed the City Council that Mrs. Luttrell has 
indicated that the ownership issues involving the property have now been resolved and she has 
paid the outstanding liens that were owed to the City.   The City Manager stated that it is now 
feasible to rescind the demolition order and allow for rehabilitation of the structure. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-07, rescinding a 
demolition order for 1002 Block Street, seconded by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION 
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 8 - APPROVAL OF A REQUEST FROM TIMOTHY PIKEY, MEADOWLARK RV AND MOBILE 
HOME PARK, REQUESTING AN EXCEPTION TO SECTION 114-3, BILLING, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 

The City Council was provided with a request from Timothy Pikey, Meadowlark RV and Mobile 
Home Park, requesting an exception to Section 114-3, Billing, of the Code of Ordinances.  The 
City Manager informed the City Council that pursuant to previous City Council discussions and 
survey data regarding billing practices from other municipalities, this item is again on the 
agenda for consideration.  The City Manager informed the City Council that the City’s billing 
practice has been to include a per unit charge in addition to a charge for consumption; the per 
unit charge includes all mobile home spaces and apartment units, as applicable.  He stated that 
this policy has been in place for many years and in the absence of a disaster-related event, has 
gone unmodified.  The City Manager informed the City Council that the survey results indicated 
that while some cities bill only for consumption, other municipalities include a per unit charge in 
addition to usage.  He stated that of those cities that assess a per unit charge, some bill based 
upon self reporting by the mobile home parks and apartments in terms of occupancy, others 
assume a fixed occupancy rate (90% or 95%), and one (1) made no unit adjustments (as does 
Port Neches).   He noted that it continues to be his contention that, should the City Council wish 
to abate some portion of the billing, mechanisms should be in place to ensure consistency for 
any subsequent requests.  The City Manager stated that the City has no control over occupancy 
or the factors that may influence occupancy within a mobile home park and/or apartment 
complex, and the question becomes what type of circumstance/event would allow for an 
exemption to the City’s billing practice.  The City Manager informed the City Council that if they 
wish to grant an exception, he would recommend, as a matter of policy, the exemption could be 
based upon a less than “X” percent occupancy which would then result in an occupied per unit 
billing for a specified period of time (for example, three (3) months); after expiration of this time 
period, billing would return to what is specified in the City’s ordinance.  He stated that the 
caveat to such an exemption would be that it is based upon extenuating circumstances and the 
exemption would be one-time only; there would be, consequently, no recurring requests.  The 
City Manager noted that the City Council should then be prepared for potential similar request 
from other mobile home parks and apartment properties.  The City Manager informed the City 
Council that alternatively, the request could be denied.  He noted that the other mobile home 
parks and apartments in Port Neches have been billed in accordance with the City’s policy and 
have been responsible for payment accordingly.  He stated that short of times that have 
involved hurricanes, the billing practices of the City have been consistent over the long-term. 
 
The following representatives were present at the City Council meeting for Meadowlark:  
Timothy Pikey, ParkNation CEO; Allen Bailey, Director of Operations; Kyle Johnson, Accounting 
Controller; Erick Beltran, CPA; Tommy Carmichael, Property Manager; Angie Carmichael, 
Property Manager; David Sharp, Property Manager; Christopher Gabel, Attorney.  
 
The City Manager asked Mr. Pikey if they had installed water meters in Meadowlark, and Mr. 
Pikey informed the City Council that water meters have been installed in each of the occupied 
spaces and the water lines have been capped in each of the vacant spaces.  The City Manager 
asked Mr. Pikey if he had spoken with Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) in 
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regards to being considered a public water system. Mr. Pikey stated that it is his understanding 
that TCEQ no longer regulates apartments and mobile home parks who have water meters and 
that they are only required to register with the Public Utility Commission as long as they are not 
supplying the water. 
 
Discussion was held on the improvements that have been made and the long term goals for the 
mobile home park.  Mr. Pikey informed the City Council that he is requesting a twenty four (24) 
month exception to allow time for his business to reach some of its goals for the mobile home 
park.  He noted that he is trying to turn the mobile home park around and the water billing is 
preventing this from happening.  The City Manager informed the City Council that if Mr. Pikey is 
requesting a twenty four (24) month exception to the current billing practices of the City that he 
would have to recommend to the City Council to deny the request as this would need to be 
addressed as a change in the policy and not through an exception.    
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold stated that he doesn’t have a problem reviewing the policy and seeing if 
it needs to be updated; however, he doesn’t want to allow for one mobile home park to have an 
exception and not be able to allow for the other mobile home parks to do the same. 
 
Councilmember McMahon stated that he isn’t able to provide a recommendation to staff if the 
policy needs to be changed or remain in place as he is unable to see how this will affect the City.  
He stated that he does not feel good about making a decision without having all the facts of how 
this will ultimately affect each party involved.  
 
Taylor Shelton made a recommendation that the City Council grant Mr. Pikey an exception to 
the billing policy for six (6) months to allow Mr. Pikey to have some relief, and in the meantime 
the City Council can review the policy and decide if they want to make changes or keep the 
current policy in place.  Mr. Pikey stated that six (6) months will not work; that it would not 
provide his company with enough relief.  Mr. Christopher Gable, attorney for Mr. Pikey, 
informed Mr. Pikey that he believes the six (6) month exception is a good deal for now and is fair 
for both parties and recommended Mr. Pikey to accept the offer.  
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve an exception to the billing practices for 
Meadowlark Mobile Home and RV Park, for a six (6) month billing period to begin on the current 
billing cycle, with billing based upon consumption plus the number of spaces occupied, so long 
as the occupancy level remained under seventy percent (70%) , and that management of 
Meadowlark would contact City staff prior to billing to provide the City with occupancy levels, 
and that the City Council look into the possibilities of changing the City’s policies during this six 
(6) month period, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 9 - APPROVAL OF A WATER PURCHASE CONTRACT WITH TPC GROUP, LLC. 

 
The City Council was provided with the proposed Water Purchase Contract (Contract) with TPC 
Group, LLC (TPC).  The City Manager informed the City Council that the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has advised both the City and TPC that such an agreement is 
necessary as TPC operates a public water system.  He stated that TPC is registered with the 
TCEQ and has long held this designation.  The City Manager informed the City Council that under 
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TCEQ regulations, it is, therefore, necessary for a Contract to exist between the City and TPC.  He 
further informed the City Council that the issue has previously arisen and in 2012, the City 
Council approved a Letter of Understanding with TPC which at that time, staff felt was sufficient 
for addressing the TCEQ’s concerns.  He noted that five (5) years later, it appears that the 
previous action was not sufficient.  The City Manager informed the City Council that the 
Contract will not result in any changes to the manner in which TPC is supplied water and/or 
billed.  The City Manager stated that TPC has been working towards the elimination of their 
public water supply designation with the intent of completing this process in the near future; 
however, it is necessary to enter into the Contract at this time. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve a Water Purchase Contract with TPC 
Group, LLC, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 10 - APPROVAL OF AN EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE SOUTH EAST TEXAS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Chief Nelson and the proposed 
Emergency Notification System Interlocal Agreement.  The City Manager informed the City 
Council that the South East Texas Regional Planning Commission (SETRPC), in conjunction with 
area Emergency Management Coordinators, have recently reviewed/evaluated various public 
emergency alerting systems.  He stated area governmental entities have for many years utilized 
Blackboard Connect.  The City Manager informed the City Council that through the recent 
analysis, however, it was determined that a new vendor, Swift Reach 911, should be used based 
upon their system’s capabilities, technologies, and cost.  He noted that as in the past, costs 
associated with the emergency notification system will be funded by Port Security Grants. 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve the Emergency Notification System 
Interlocal Agreement with the South East Texas Regional Planning Commission, seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 11 - APPROVAL OF THE APPOINTMENT OF JON CARONA TO THE PORT NECHES RESERVE 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Chief Lemoine regarding the 
appointment of Jon Carona to the Port Neches Police Department.  The City Manager informed 
the City Council that Chief Lemoine has requested that Jon Carona be appointed as a reserve 
Police Officer.  He stated that in accordance with the City’s Ordinance, such appointments must 
be approved by the City Council. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to appoint Jon Carona to the Port Neches Reserve Police 
Department, seconded by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 12 - APPOINTMENTS TO THE PORT NECHES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

The City Manager informed the City Council that the terms of the following Port Neches 
Economic Development Corporation (PNEDC) Board of Directors members expire on August 17, 
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2017: Terry Schwertner, Greg Hunt, Scott Bartlett, and Leslie Symmonds.  The City Manager 
stated that staff has contacted each of these individuals and Mr. Schwertner, Mr. Hunt, and Dr. 
Bartlett have expressed an interest in continuing their service on the PNEDC Board of Directors.  
The terms are two (2) years in duration such that new terms will expire on August 17, 2019.  The 
City Manager informed the City Council that with respect to the position currently occupied by 
Mrs. Symmonds, however, she has previously been appointed to serve on the Board of Directors 
for the recently authorized Port Neches Improvement District.  As such, she will no longer serve 
on the PNEDC Board, and consequently, a vacancy exists. The City Manager stated that the City 
Council retains the authority to reappoint these individuals or appoint new persons to the 
PNEDC Board of Directors. 
 
The Bylaws of the PNEDC state that Directors will be selected based on the following: (1) 
interest in work of the PNEDC; (2) special expertise and civic service; and (3) at least three (3) of 
the Directors shall not be employees of the City or members of the City Council; and (4) 
compliance with statutory residency requirements. 
  
The City Manager informed the City Council that as of this date, there are no Board and 
Commission Application forms expressing an interest in the PNEDC Board of Directors.  The City 
Manager informed the City Council that Councilmember Arnold has expressed interest in serving 
on the PNEDC Board of Directors. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to reappoint Terry Schwertner, Greg Hunt, and Scott 
Bartlett and to appoint Robert Arnold to the Port Neches Economic Development Corporation 
Board of Directors to terms that will expire on August 17, 2019, seconded by Councilmember 
McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY MAJORITY VOTE. Ayes: Councilmember Gauthier   Nays: 
Councilmember McMahon.  Mayor Pro Tem Arnold abstained from voting.  With there being a 
tie vote, the Mayor voted and broke the tie to approve the motion.  

 
AGENDA ITEM 13 - APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF A SECURITY CAMERA SYSTEM FOR THE POLICE 
STATION 
 

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Chief Lemoine and supporting 
documentation regarding the purchase of a security camera system for the Police Station.  The 
City Manager informed the City Council that Chief Lemoine has requested that the City Council 
authorize the purchase of a security camera system for the Police Station from Micro Integration 
utilizing the State purchasing contract.  He stated that the cost will be $34,552 and the funding 
will be provided from the Asset Forfeiture Fund. 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve the purchase of a security camera system 
for the Police Station from Micro Integration at a cost of $34,552, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Arnold. MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 14 - APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF AN ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEM FOR THE POLICE 
STATION 
 

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Chief Lemoine and sporting 
documentation regarding the purchase of an access control system for the Police Station.  The 
City Manager informed the City Council that Chief Lemoine has requested that the City Council 
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authorize the purchase of an access control system for the Police Station from Micro Integration 
utilizing the State purchasing contract.  He stated that the cost will be $17,635 and the funding 
will be provided from the Asset Forfeiture Fund. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve the purchase of an access control system 
for the Police Station from Micro Integration at a cost of $17,635, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 15 - APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 2017-05, ESTABLISHING RATES PURSUANT TO A 
COST OF SERVICE ADJUSTMENT FILED BY TEXAS GAS SERVICE 
 

The City Council was provided with a copy of proposed Ordinance No. 2017-05.  The City 
Manager informed the City Council that this document pertains to a Cost of Service Adjustment 
(COSA) application filed by Texas Gas Service (TGS) with the City as well as the other 
municipalities in their service area; the COSA was filed on April 28, 2017.  He stated that 
subsequent to the receipt of the COSA, it was forwarded to the City’s utility consultant, Dan 
Lawton, for review and analysis.  The City Manager stated that the application filed by TGS 
requests an annual revenue increase of $234,621.  He stated that based upon his evaluation, 
Mr. Lawton has determined that the filing is consistent with regulatory requirements and is, 
therefore, warranted.  He noted that in terms of the impact to customers, the requested rates 
would result in monthly increases of $0.36 for residential customers, $1.80 for commercial 
customers and $43.41 for industrial customers.  The City Manager stated that in order to retain 
authority to exercise the City’s original jurisdiction over this matter, action must be taken by the 
City Council no later than July 27th.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2017-05, establishing rates 
pursuant to a Cost of Service Adjustment filed by Texas Gas Service, seconded by 
Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 16 - SCHEDULING OF A PUBLIC HEARING AT 4:00 P.M. ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 24, 
2017, FOR THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING THE PROPOSED FY 2017-2018 ANNUAL BUDGET 
 

The City Manager stated that as a portion of the budget review and approval process, it is 
necessary to conduct a Public Hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed 
budget.  The City Manager noted that the proposed budget for FY 2017-2018 will be presented 
and reviewed at the August 10, 2017 City Council meeting and that staff has recommended the 
City Council to schedule the Public Hearing on August 24, 2017. 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve the scheduling of a Public Hearing on 
Thursday, August 24, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose of reviewing and discussing the 
proposed FY 2017-2018 Annual Budget, seconded by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION 
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 17 - APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 2017-06, CALLING A GENERAL ELECTION TO BE 
HELD ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017 
 

The City Council was provided with a copy of proposed Ordinance No. 2017-06.  The City 
Manager informed the City Council that this document orders the election for Councilmember 
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Place Three and Councilmember Place Five.  The City Manager stated that this Ordinance must 
be approved by the City Council in order to call the November 7, 2017 General Election.  He 
noted that the filing dates are from July 24, 2017 through August 21, 2017. 

Councilmember McMahon made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2017-06, calling a General 
Election to be held on November 7, 2017, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold. MOTION PASSED 
BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 18 - APPROVAL OF AN ELECTION SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH JEFFERSON COUNTY TO 
PROVIDE ELECTION SERVICES FOR THE NOVEMBER 7, 2017 GENERAL ELECTION 
 

The City Council was provided with a proposed Election Services Agreement for the November 
7, 2017 election.  The City Manager informed the City Council that staff is proposing to contract 
with Jefferson County for conducting the November 7, 2017 election.  The City Manager noted 
that based upon the cost estimate and anticipated expenditures that the City will incur, it is 
expected that the cost for the election will be in the $7,000 range.  The City Manager noted that 
this amount includes some figures which, at this time, are only estimates such that the final cost 
may vary.  The City Manager further noted that the expected cost may decrease if other 
governmental entities also conduct an election on this date.  The City Manager stated that in 
approving this contract, the County will essentially conduct the City’s election and that all voting 
will occur on a single ballot/voting machine.  He noted that the City utilized such an agreement 
with Jefferson County in the past and this arrangement appears to have been successful both in 
terms of cost and voter convenience.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve the Election Services Agreement, seconded 
by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
AGENDA ITEM 19 - APPROVAL OF THE TAX OFFICE MONTHLY COLLECTION REPORT AND REFUNDS 

 
The City Council was provided with the monthly tax collection report from the County for June 
2017: 

 
Current Collections: $32,389.77 

Delinquent Collections: $8,600.41 

Regular & Supplemental Refunds: $0.00 

Penalty & Interest: $7,965.54 

                                                       Total: $48,955.72 

 
Current Collections YTD: 97.65% 
Current Collections YTD Last Year: 97.81% 
 
Councilmember Gauthier made a motion to approve the report as submitted by the County for 
June 2017, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold. MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   
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AGENDA ITEM 20 – EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
Mayor Johnson recessed the regular meeting to enter into Executive Session at 5:16 p.m. to 
discuss the following matters: 

 
Real Property – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.072 
 
Discuss acquisition, exchange, sale, and/or lease of property. 
 
Litigation – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.071 
 
Akhtar Housing Group vs. the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
 
Economic Development Negotiations, Chapter 551.087 
 
Consultation with City Attorney – Texas Government Code, Chapter 551.071 

 
AGENDA ITEM 21 – RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 

 
Mayor Johnson reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 5:26 p.m.  

 
AGENDA ITEM 22 – ADJOURN 
  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:26 p.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Jamie Mendoza, City Secretary 
 


